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Lesson Title Rethinking Paintbrushes Medium Visual Art
Curricular Unit Problem Solving: Identifying solutions Lesson # 8

Lesson Goals 
Socio-emotional Problem Solving: Identifying solutions
Artistic Elements of Visual Arts: • color • form/shape • line • space • texture • value
Academic Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges

Lesson Details (45 minutes total)
Opening Routine To help create routine and sooth anxiety, every class should begin with the same activity. 

Consider creating an opening routine that allows students to move, incorporates rhythm, and 
invites students to offer something (a dance move, a clapped rhythm, a silly sound) that is 
repeated back by either just one other person or by the whole group.

Time:

Warm Up Pass around different brushes, explain the different uses for each and what they are made out of. 
Ask students what they could use instead of paint brushes to paint with?Time: 5 mins

Lesson Intro Explain that sometimes we do not have certain supplies that we want to create art with. Maybe you 
left your supplies at home or someone else is using the one you want. 

Further explain that when faced with that situation, you have the option to become upset or you 
can choose to find a way to solve the problem.

Ask students to imagine if all paint brush factories were closed for a year and there were no more 
paintbrushes left to use. Explain that in this world with no paint brush factories, their job is as a 
professional painter.  What would the solutions be if there are no more paint brushes to use? 

Describe and define texture: (the way something looks or feels: rabbits have a soft texture while 
sandpaper has a more rough texture).  

Time: 10 mins

Brain break Choose a brain break in the moment. Brain break used will determine whether the energy of the 
room becomes energized, calmed, or focused.Time:

Main Lesson 1. Tell students that we are going to be creating our own paintbrushes out of found objects. Define 
texture and depict how different tools can create different textures when painting. 

2. Show students your example. 

3. Call students up by table to pick no more than four objects to create their paintbrushes with. 

4. Once everyone has been called up, pass out the clothes pins to help construct the brushes. 
 
5. After students make each paintbrush, have them create textural paintings. 

Time:20 Minutes

Cool down/Closing  Similar to the opening routine, your closing should be the same activity each day as an expected 
way to signal the end of the class and transition to what comes next.Time:

Materials
clothes pins, sponges, string, feathers, pom poms, cotton balls, pipe cleaners, steel wool, q-tips, fabric, paper, acrylic paint

Lesson Rubric Developing (1) Adequate (2) Excellence (3)
Social/Emotional Skill
Problem Solving: 
Identifying solutions

Students were able to identify the 
need for a solution to the problem

Students were able to identify 
at least one solution

Students were able to identify one or 
more solutions specific to the problem

Artistic Skill



artsee YEAR TWO: DISCOVERING PERSONAL AGENCY

© 2021 GIRLS FIRST 2

Elements of Visual Arts: • 
color • form/shape • line • 
space • texture • value

Students were able to successfully 
mimic the element as demonstrated 
by the instructor

Students were able to 
demonstrate requested 
elements without supplied 
example

Students were able to identify 
elements within either their own works 
or works of others

Academic Skill
Describe how characters 
in a story respond to 
major events and 
challenges

Students were able to identify the 
major events or challenges

Students were able to express 
ideas with a mix of general 
and precise language

Students were able to effectively 
express ideas with precise language


