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Lesson Title Unfortunately... Medium Drama
Curricular Unit Problem Solving: Determining the problem Lesson # 6

Lesson Goals 
Socio-emotional Problem Solving: Determining the problem
Artistic Elements of Theatre: • scenario • script/text • set design
Academic Recount stories and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.

Lesson Details (45 minutes total)
Opening Routine To help create routine and sooth anxiety, every class should begin with the same activity. 

Consider creating an opening routine that allows students to move, incorporates rhythm, and 
invites students to offer something (a dance move, a clapped rhythm, a silly sound) that is 
repeated back by either just one other person or by the whole group.

Time:

Warm Up Tongue twisters.
Red Leather, Yellow Leather or Unique New York, Unique New York
any other tongue twister can be substituted.

Time: 2 minutes

Lesson Intro Fortunately, Unfortunately. (This could be time consuming, so one round will probably be 
enough)
Everyone stands in a circle. The goal is to create a coherent story that begins with the teaching 
artist. The next person in the circle add the next sentence to the story, BUT, each sentence should 
begin with Fortunately or Unfortunately (alternating).
Example:
Teacher: This morning I took a train to work
Student 1: Fortunately, I caught my train on time
Student 2: Unfortunately, there was gum on my seat
Student 3: Fortunately, I saw it before I sat down
Student 4: Unfortunately, I forgot to bring my earbuds with me
Student 5: Fortunately, a mariachi band was practicing on the train with me
Student 6: Unfortunately, they were singing out of key

Time: 8 minutes

Brain break Choose a brain break in the moment. Brain break used will determine whether the energy of the 
room becomes energized, calmed, or focused.Time:

Main Lesson Introduction: (Say some version of...) "Often there is a conflict in plays or movies. Can anyone tell 
me what a conflict is? (lead them to "problem" if noone suggests it). What were some of the 
problems in our story from earlier in class? Right! When we used the word "unfortunately", we 
would make a sentence that told about a problem."

"I have a few play scripts that we are going to practice in small groups and perform for each other." 
Identify groups wisely - can be groups of 2, 3, or 4) Give time to practice. Invite each group to step 
into the performance space and perform their skit (script in hand is fine). 

Can the audience identify the problem in each skit?

Time: 20 mins

Cool down/Closing  Similar to the opening routine, your closing should be the same activity each day as an expected 
way to signal the end of the class and transition to what comes next.Time:

Materials
4-5 short skit scripts - each must have a conflict

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/07/the-sunflower/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/08/the-fox-and-the-goat/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/07/the-magic-pencil/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/09/the-rabbit-and-the-coyote/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2009/01/the-guest-of-honor/
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4-5 short skit scripts - each must have a conflict

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/07/the-sunflower/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/08/the-fox-and-the-goat/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/07/the-magic-pencil/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2008/09/the-rabbit-and-the-coyote/

http://www.kidsinco.com/2009/01/the-guest-of-honor/

Lesson Rubric Developing (1) Adequate (2) Excellence (3)
Social/Emotional Skill
Problem Solving: 
Determining the problem

Students were able to identify that a 
problem existed

Students were able to identify 
what the problem was

Students were able to identify the 
need for a solution to the problem

Artistic Skill
Elements of Theatre: • 
scenario • script/text • set 
design

Students were able to successfully 
mimic the element as demonstrated 
by the instructor

Students were able to 
demonstrate requested 
elements without supplied 
example

Students were able to identify 
elements within either their own works 
or works of others

Academic Skill
Recount stories and 
determine their central 
message, lesson, or 
moral.

Students were able to determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral 
following prompts from teacher.

Students were able to 
determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral in 
general terms.

Students were able to determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral in 
specific terms and/or add specific 
supporting detail.


