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Lesson Title Reworking Projects Medium Visual Art
Curricular Unit Problem Solving: Determining the problem Lesson # 6

Lesson Goals 
Socio-emotional Problem Solving: Determining the Problem
Artistic Use and maintain materials, equipment and tools safely at work and performance spaces
Academic Recount stories and determine their central message, lesson, or moral

Lesson Details (45 minutes total)
Opening Routine To help create routine and sooth anxiety, every class should begin with the same activity. 

Consider creating an opening routine that allows students to move, incorporates rhythm, and 
invites students to offer something (a dance move, a clapped rhythm, a silly sound) that is 
repeated back by either just one other person or by the whole group.

Time:

Warm Up On a scrap piece of paper, have students write down 3-4 art projects that they would like to create. 
Time: 5 mins

Lesson Intro Start a discussion about unfinished work. Have them consider whether it was time, missing 
directions, or something else that prevented them from finishing their project. 

What could help them in the future? Show them a self-portrait you have been working on for 
months and explain that even when you become frustrated that you keep trying to work on it. 

Reflect on how sometimes you want to give up working on something but can always give yourself 
another day and time to keep trying. 

Time: 7-10 mins

Brain break Choose a brain break in the moment. Brain break used will determine whether the energy of the 
room becomes energized, calmed, or focused.Time:

Main Lesson 1. Explain that students will have the choice to finish their self-portrait, Mexican mirror, mask, or 
collage. 
2. After the students have chosen their unfinished project to work on, ask each person to explain 
what they will do in order to finish it. 
3. Start a discussion about what problems they may have had with the project and what they can 
do next time to prevent them. 
4. If a student is unhappy with their initial project, give them the option of starting it again. 
5. When a student has finished one of their projects, allow them to work on any other unfinished 
work. 

If there is time or any students has completed all of their work, allow them the opportunity to free 
draw or paint.

Time: 20 mins

Cool down/Closing  Similar to the opening routine, your closing should be the same activity each day as an expected 
way to signal the end of the class and transition to what comes next.Time:

Materials
acrylic paint, paint brushes, rulers, glue sticks, construction paper, pencils, scissors

Lesson Rubric Developing (1) Adequate (2) Excellence (3)
Social/Emotional Skill
Problem Solving: 
Determining the Problem

Students were able to identify that a 
problem existed

Students were able to identify 
what the problem was

Students were able to identify the 
need for a solution to the problem

Artistic Skill
Use and maintain 
materials, equipment and 
tools safely at work and 
performance spaces

Students needed many reminders 
on how to use materials safely and 
appropriately 

Students were able to use 
materials safely and 
appropriately with little 
reminding

Students were able to use materials 
safely and appropriately with no 
reminders
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Academic Skill
Recount stories and 
determine their central 
message, lesson, or 
moral

Students were able to determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral 
following prompts from teacher

Students were able to 
determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral in 
general terms

Students were able to determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral is 
specific terms and/or add specific 
supporting detail


